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To the Honorable Sir Jonn Rozingson, 
Lieutenant of his Majeſtie's Principal 
x Fortreſs, the T ower of London. 


Hommrable Sir , 


SS H E confidence of 4 Stranger will ( 1 hope ) 
Q caſfily meet your pardon, when the worth of 
the Author , and the occaſional SubjeR of the 
Diſcourſe ( in theſe contagions and calamitous 
times) have given me too ſad an opportuni- 
ty of preſenting it to your Honour , whoſe con- 
cerns for the Publick welfare , ( even inthis 
Great City) are as eminently great as any 0- 
there. The matter of the Diſcourſe is a Confutation , and recon- 
ciling the onely two deftrytive Opinions , that in all Ages (in 
Contagious and Infeittious times) have ever proved fatal 10 
the World : the one too much preſuming and relying upon this 
bold Opinion , That the P LAGUE is not Infectious : and 
the other , Tum pavor ſapientiam- omnem mihi ex animo ex- 
pectorat : out of 4 weak and wnſpirited Precipitation , without 
exception , flye away from it ; both of which are ſo contrarie to 
Humanity ; that as they are utter Enemies to each other , ſo 
like the diſ-agreting Brothers ) they are bath in oppoſition to Chri- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
#lan Community and Charity, To ſaymore , were too great a wrong 
10 the Fudicioms Beza , and to amicipate Towr Honours Fudgements 
' To whoſe Noble Approbation 1 commend the Author , and hope 
from Towr Noble Candour , Tow will eaſily cenſure this Preſump- 
lon in, | 


Honourable Sir , 
* Your Honours ( though unknown) 
moſs devoted , and muſ 


bumble Servant, 


Edward Perciyall. 
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LEARNED  TREATIBE 


OF THE 


PLAGUE: 


Wherein the two Queftions : Whether the: 
Pracus beInfeRious or no? And Whe- 
ther, and how far it may be ſhunned of 


Chriſtians, by going aſide? are reſolved, 


Confeſs my ſelf to have been ſo unacquainted 
with this queſtion , z/heth.r the Plague bz to be 
reckoned amongſt infettions Diſeaſes ? that un- 
till within theſe few years, Iam of belief, that 
It was never doubted ; but that this Sicknefle 
alone, amongſt all others, was tobe judged 
Contagious ;. for teſtimony whereof, before - 
any man that 1s not given to quarrel, Irefer: 
my ſelf to the judgement of * Wri. *rhep1ague is 

| rers of all Countries, who have Jacged <0 

created of theſe things. But now in our times men have taken in that have wrir- 

hand co diſpute this queſtion upon this occafion, That many do **n of the ſame« 

ſo greatly fear this diſcaſe,and death Which commonly followeta the _ | 
that: 
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that forſaking all duties, nor onely of Chriftizns, but alſo of Humanity, they. 
have grealy increaied the veiy wrath of God, which 1s the 


* The utyiazu- chief cauſe of this. Sickneſſe : and there hath in a manner 


- ns" + been no * tay or lettin them ; but where this great miſery 
' their Neighbors | | , 
| Vificed Ky he broken, it .s much to be wondered at , that all Mankinde 


bath happened, the bonds of Man's fellowſhips being once 


Plague, hath not periſhed and been deſtroyed, And theſe men be- 

ing demanded what they can alledge tor ſo 1mpious a crime, 

for that they commonly bring nothing eiſe for therr excuſe , but the fear of 

InfeRion, wherof it hath come to pais,ther choſe in whom there is agreat- 

cr boldneſs, do think that they can no way more certainly finde a remedy 

eh this evil , than by ceaching that this Sickneſs 1s falſly ſuppoſed to be in- 
ectious, 

But I , bzcauſc I think that this Paradox or Rranve opinion can no more 
be p:.oved by good reaſon , then if a man with Azaxagoras ſhould hold 
the Szow to te b1:ck , or out of the Hypotheſis of { opernicxe, labour to 
prove, that the Earth doth r:a/ly rove, and the Sun ſtand ſtill, as the Cen- 
ter of the World, do judze, that this ſo £r2at fear, which bringerh wichita 
forgetfulneſs of all duty,botn may,and alio ought otherwiſe co be pur away: 
nei:her will I believe this Diſcaſe not t., bz irfe&ious, uncill ſome man ſhall 
reach me, cither out of the Word of God, or by evident and good reaſons 
ro the contraty ; for there are in the very courſe of Natur? certain and 
molt ſure grounds and proots of this yerity , ſo long as the order of neceſ- 
ſary Cauſes agree with themſelves. _' Fee 

For I deny , although ir be agreed upon , that the Plague, of all other 
diſ:aſes, is molt infetous 3 yea, and that unavoidable death for the moſt 
part doth preſen'ly follow : that therefor: the Sranding, in which God hath 
placed every man, is to be forſaken. I deny, I ſay, that therefore that 
thing is not to be preferred before Lite 1c ſelf, which we owe unto God, to 
our Country, and Which we owe unto men, either for ſome publick or pri- 
vate reſpec. And I had much more r: ther they would beftow their en» 
deavours in perſwaſive diſputes, to- reſtrain mens flying away for fer of 


_ the Plague, than that they ſhould labor to prove their range opinion of the 


Plague not to be contagious. Indeed, I had rather have the Conſequent 
{ according to the School-phraſe ) in that ſame Enthymeme to be denied, 
than the Antecedent ; for by that means ſomething might be brought to 
paſs, not only by probable, bur alſo by neceſlary Arguments, according 
to their own deſire; namely, That thoſe do very greatly offend, who, for 
fear of any peril do offend againſt God, or againlt their Neighbour. For 
whac Chriflian man dareth to call theſe things into concroveft2 ? or if he 
dare doit , ſhall not be reproved by the teſtimony of his own Conſcience, 
though all the world ſhould be filett ? For I do not think that there are 


34 
any, Which do hold, ;that with a good conſcience, thePlague by all means 
without- exception 1s to be fled from ; which notwichſtanding , I ſee by 


ſome in ſuch ſort diſputed y—_ as if it were by others maintained, Yet, 


if-there be any of that minde , Ido no more favour their errouc, than I al» 
low. of thoſe men, which of a clean contrary opiniondo think, rhzt the 
Plague is not to be fled from,. But ſurely ir is the part of a wile 
man to follow the Golden mean, ſothat he fly not when he ſhould carry, 
neither when he ſhould go alide: (for the rerm of flying away in this 
Argument ſeemeth to me to be very improper ) by bis raſh tarrying, otfznd 
oainſt the ſelf-ſame Charity, which ſeemed co counſel him to tay. . Theſe 
things I thought good in manner of a Preface to ſer down, before I come 
to the handling of the matter : Toche end , that all men at the frit en- 
trance may perceive, WhatT have undertaken to defend, and what to diſ- 
prove. Then for as much asthere are ſome not wanting, which do think 
that this diſcourſe of the Pl:gue to be fled from , or not to be fled from, - 
doth depend upon the firſt queſtion , Whether the Plague be infet tous or #6 2 
let us examine with what reaſons and arguments they (o boldly deny the 
Plague to be infe&ious, athing which bitherco of all men without cont:o- 
verlic hath been believed. 


For the better determining of this queſtion , they would have it to be 
onfidered what the Plague 1s, from whence ir commeth, what is the cavſe 
pf it, Fr what means it is ſent unto us , what is the nature of ic, and what 
he end ? 

I take their Pcopoſals, for it 1s moſt lawful and reaſonable; But how ſhall 
ve come to the knowl:dge of theſe things ? By no means(ſay they )from any 
eaſons out of Phylick, but only by the word of God, Then ler all things dt- 
puted by Phyſicians be blotted out z and inſtead of the Books of Hypocr 4- 
es, Galen, and others, Let Phyliciansread only the Bible; andler there 
de no difference between them, and Divines; berween the Phytick of the 
dody, and the minde. Nay, God forbid , will they ſay; for we condemn 
20 other reaſons of Phyſick, than ſuch as are againk the word of God, Let 
$ enquire then ( foraſmuch as InfeQion hath its beginning from Natural 
auſes, and therefore proceederh from them,)whether concerning Naturil 
auſes of the Plague,there be any thing taught in thz word of God, contrary 
o the Rules and Judgement of Phyſicians, They ſay tharthe Plague is cal- 
d by the Hebritia»s Dener , of the word Darer, which alſo fignifieth co 
eftroy , by Sentence given by God: and that the Grec:axs do render ic 
hanaton , that Is to ſay, Death. Beitſo, itis not much to the matcer; 
dr hereof it followeth not, that the Plague p:oceedeth nor of Natural 
wſes coming between, becauſe ir is ſent by God, unleſs that we will 
ave therefore all Natural cau es of Diſeaſes tak2n away,becauſe no man di- 
1,but God decreeing of what kinde and manner of death ſoever ic be that 
| ha 


4 
he die. Nay, (ſay they) ic is a folly to calf the Sentence of God, where2 
by he appoincerh unto every man, not only dearh it ſelf, but alſo rhe kinde 
of death, and Second cauſes, infe&ions. Bur wholI pray ever dored ſo 
much: as to call the Senteace it ſelf, of God, infeFious > But that which 
we ſay isfarotherwiſe, namely, That the Infe&ion ir ſelfis to be reckon- 
edamongſt Second cauſes ; for who can deny that many Diſeaſes are gor- 
ren by Handling and Touching? of the which ſome are deadly, andorher 
_ſomeare leſs dangerous ; unleſs they will alſo contend chat the Sun ſhineth 
Not at noon day? Sinne indeed , wherewith we are all born1nfe&ed, and 
from which all this Dying cometh, by acertain $piricual infe&ron, not 
without the Decree of Go\, itis conveyed and ſpread into all che poſtericy 
of Adam : therefore there is no ſubſtance at all in this Reaſor. Bur 
they alſo demand, if Infetion be reckoned atnongR Second cauſes ap- 
pointed by GoJ, how we can avoid that which-is ordeined by Gad ? thac 
| $a they might gather, chat if the Plague be granted to be infeRious, 
that in vain a Remedy is ſought again(t it, by flying away, But chisis alſo 
a very dull reiſon;z For if this reaſon be good, (hall it not be lawful co affirm 
che ſame of all Second cauſes of death ? Ifſo, Letusneither eat; nor 
drink, nor ſeek any remedy againſt any Diſeaſes ; let Souldiers go unzrm- 
ed to Battel, becauſe Death ordained by Gol cannorbe avoided, Buc 
thus the Caſe ftanderh,, doubtleſs neither Death, nor the Time, orany 
kinde of Death appointed by God., canbe avoided : Neither do we eat, 
or uſe Remedies againſt Diſeaſes , or put on armor againſt our Enemies, 
as if we meantto withſtand God. But leaving thoſe things , which God 
would have kept ſecret from us , we muſt uſe thoſe things which God him- 
ſelf going before, Nature telleth us to be ordained by him to prolong our 
life ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe him , which if we do not , we ſhall worthily 
be deemed co tempt and moſt grievouſly to off:nd GoJ; fo far off is it, thar 
uſing che means ſet down by him to avoid dzath, we ſhould finne againſt 
him , alchough char ſometimes we uſe them in vain , thatis coſay, when 
as the end doth plainly ſhew, that even then we muſt die , when as we 
thought our life ſhould yetfor a time have been prolonged. Sois Aſare- 
buked , not for that he ſent for Phyſicians, but for that he pur his hope of 
life in the Phyficians : So that when experience hath caught us, thatin. 
feCtion creepeth rather into things near , than afar off , he isnor to be ac- 
cuſed , who leaving no part of Chriſtian duty undone, withdraweth bnm- 
ſelf and his Family : Nay, he ſhall be greatly blamed , who rafhly caſtech 
himſelf and his into the danger of Infe&ion ; whenasthe Apoſtle bearett 
witne;s, he is worſe than an Infidel which hath not ſo great care over hi 
28 With a P'ous ſaſety and charity be ought ro have, 
Now let us ſee whether this following Reſon be of any more force, B) 
' thoſe Names, ſay they, which inthe holy Scripture are —— my 
| | ag 


Plague , is ſufficiently and thorowly exprefled, what the quality and man< 
ner of the ſame. is. Now the Plague is called The hand of God, 2 Sam. 24, 
T he word of God , 1 Chron, 21, and isalſo ſignified by the name of 4r- 
yows, P/. 31. & go. Therefore it cometh not of InfeRion : when asneither 
Hmd, nor Sword, nor Arrow, woundeth by Infetion, But beſides thar, 
radventure I might worthily call into doube, whether all theſe reſtimonies 
alledged deny this Argument alſo; for in another place, as P/a/m 17, 
David calleth bis Enemies the hand of God , Whoby natural means afſaulc. 
ed him. And when as the hand of Godis ſaid to have made us, Natural 
generation is notleft out; and it 1s manifeſt, that inthe Scripture all evils, 
and puniſhments whatſoever God ſendeth unto Mankinde , uſing either 
ordinary Laws of Nature only, orelſe uſing the ſervice of Angels, are cal- 
led Arrows, I demand moreover, what they callthe quality and manner of 
the Diſeaſe? They will ſay, The nature thereof it ſelf : But I ſay by thoſe me- 
taphorical terms of hand, ſword,arrow, 1s no more ſignified of what manner 
or quality this Diſeaſe is in ic ſelf, than what is Hail or the Scabb, when 
God is ſaid with a ſtretched out hand to have ſmitten c/£gypr : And to be 
ſhore, what is the force and nature of every Diſeaſe, when asin the addi. 
tions of the Law, they are reckoned up amongſt the Curſes which God 
would ſend upon them? What then? ſurely then it belongeth unto the Phy- 
ficians to ſearch out the nature of Diſeaſes, ſo far as they depend upon the 
laws of Nature ; which we often fee by them performed with ſuch good 
ſucceſs and certainty , that they can foreſhew both them , and what iſſve 
they are likely ro come unto, But concerning Supernatural and Divine 
caules of Sickneſs and other Miſeries , thoſe do Divines declare , reaching, 
That we muſt mount far above Nature, andall things appertainingunto 
Nature, when with our Prayers we deal about the avoiding and- removing 
of them far away from us; for the true and principal cauſe of them is our 
Sins, Wherewith God being provoked , doth raiſe and fiir up againſt us all 
theſe inferiour Cauſes, to be revenged on Mapkinde with juſt puniſhments, 
T therefore ſay, that it is an abſurd and fond thing, to confound theſe 
things, ſo far ſevered aſunder , and diſtinguiſhed by their moſt diverſe, yer 
not contrary ends , but onely ſuch as areplaced, the one under the other, 
And becauſe that in this Argument they contend, that the Plague therefore 
Is not inſeious, for that It is often called the hand,and ſword, and arrow of 
God, I demand of them, whether the Leprofie were nor the hand of God? 
and whether it were not therefore infeQtious; and the rather, becauſe it was 
infeRious , whether therefore the Leprous were nut commanded to depart 
aſide from the reſt that were clean? I demand thisalſo, If there be no 
evil in the City , which the Lord doth not, wherber ar this day, notwith- 
Randing, the foul black ſpotty and ſcurvy Leprofie called the Elrphantia- 
fs be not accounted infeftous, —_—_ would gladly ask of them wn 
ade 
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finde faulc with our going aſide in the Plague time , whether they think 
that thoſe which are infeRted with ic, areto be ſuffered in the Common 
company and ſociety of men? And if they ſuppoſe that they are to be ſuffer- 
ed, why they declaim nor, and cry out againſt chem allo by whom they 
are ſhutout? if nor, andthinkthem to bz avoided for fear of the Infec&1- 
on , why without all exceptions do they blame thoſe that ſhun the infe&ti- 
ons of the Plaguz, as the moſt hurtful co all perſons ? Bur they will perad- 
venture deny thar kinde of Leprolie to be the hand of God : Let us ſpeak of 
the Pox, whether ic be the French, or the Spaniſh, I would to God it were 
not alſothe Erg/ih, That itiga puniſhment ſent of God for Whoredom, 
which in theſe cimes is accounted as a ſportive recreation, [ think there is 
ne man which dareth to deny that it is indeed the hand, ſword, or arrow of 
God, which Rriketh Whoremongers. But is it not therefore infe&tious? And 
doth nota Whore even infe& many with this diſeaſe,who again bewray one 
another ? So that chis moſt filthy Sickneſs is gotten, nor onely with lying 
rogether , but alſo by breathing and handling , and is ſucked our by jn- 
fants from their Nurſes Breaſts; and the Nurſes get thi; Diſeaſe by giving 
ſuck unto the Infant , which is is either conceived by an unclean Father, 
or born ofanunclean Mother : Thſoe Arguments alſoare therefore ſuch, 
as do indeed need no confutation, Without all queſtton it is abſurd and 
29ainſt all reaſon to think, that there are immediately ( as they ſay ) rather 
ſenc unto every ſeveral man ſo many ſeveral Plagues, than the kinde it ſelf 
of the Diſeaſe, by the which one corrupteth another by InfeRion : For 
whether God kill at one ſroak, or whether, as it fell out unto the Miata . 
mites, heſtrike them down by one wounding another, whomſozver he hath 
appointed to die, what difference is there ? Neither concerning what we 
have in hand 1s there any difference , whether any man be ſlain with the 
Dart of God himſelf, or the InfeRion of another, 


Let us now come unto that which they alledge concerning Second cau- 
ſes, Whic? they- deny to be any certain placing of the Stars, or corruption 
of the Aire : Neltther will che Phyfictahs have any Plague or InfeAion to 
erow of thoſe Cauſes, But if we grant this, andimagine that all Naru- 
ral cauſes of che Plague are by them rehearſed, they muſt cell me , Why 
chey ſhut out all theſe at once, inſoamuch that they will have them to have 
but ſmall skill in Scriptures , who impure the plague ( nzxt after God ) to | 
theſe Cauſes > Becauſe, ſay they , that the Holy Scriptures bear Record, 
that the Plague 1s ſent by Angels, as Pſalm 88. 1. 1 (hron 21. Fzech,g. 
alfo in the Hiſtoty of Zemnacherib , and inthe Revelation, where there is 
mention made of a-moſt noyſom Ulcer , for, ſay they, that which God - 
ſendeth by Angels'ts-not of Nataral cauſes, _ I grant that, fo far as concern- 
eth 'che Angels themſelves , why 1 yield ace nor reckoned amovg Natural; 
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inſtruments : But What hinders , God ſo commanding, the Natural cauſes 
themſelves to be flirred up by che Angels ? For ſurely it cannot be doubr- 
ed rhat they , borh the good and the bad , doſtir up the minde of man after 
4 certain ſort, what kinde of moving ſoever it be , when as Satan is ſaid 
to have entred into the heart of 7#das, ( unleſs we ſhall peradventure ſay, 
that the Good Angels have ſomewhat leſs power than the Bad') and that 
alſo is manifeſt by che Story of Achab , and by the efficacy and power of 
the Spirits of Errour, And who can deny that the will of man is to be 
reckoned amongſt the very Chiefeſt cauſes of Mens ations? But if the will of 
Man be not debarred from the Miniſery of Angels, why ſhall we chink chat 
ob Natural cauſes mult needs by the ſame be taken away? Moſes iretch - 
ipg forth his Rod , raiſed up Lice, and innumerable ſorts of Flyes,. broughe 
out upon the ſuddain fearful Hayl , and ſtruck che £gyprians with moſt 
noyſom Boyles and Bo:ches, And this Miniſtry of Mofes was doubtleſs 
altogether asextraordinary, as the Miniſtry of Angels, Bur did not there- 
ore the Lice and Flies come of Rotrenneſs, the Hayl of Vapours growing 
ogether on the ſudden by reftratnt of the contrary, and the Boyles and 
Botches alſo of corruptions of the Humors ? Satan receiving a Grant 
rom God, by a ſuddain raifing of the Winde, and by throwing abroad the 
ire from Heaven overthrew , and burnt the Houſe of Job, together with 
[1 his Children. But doth it therefore follow that this came to paſs with- 
ut any Natucal cauſes ſtepping in between? Or ſhall we not rather ſay, that 
hoſe Princes of the Air (as the Apoſtle, not without cauſe, calleth them ) 
ade in a moment, thoſe indeed natural imprefons of the Air> The De- 
il ſendech the Godly to Priſon , Revel. 2.10, But by Tyrants and Per- 
ecutors of the Church. In the ſame Book , . cap. 6+ verſ. 8. The pale 
orſe on Whom Death the Rider fitteth , receiveth power to kill with the 
word, Famine, and Teitilence, and ſending of wilde Beaſts : Here , 1f 
e ſhall by that Ridec underſtand an Angel, why ſhall we nor aſwell ſay, 
hat he uſed Natural matter to cauſe the Plague and Famine, as a Sword 
nd Wilde beaſts,when themſelves are.alſo natural inſtruments? and after- 
terwards, cap. g. v.1, ' The Angels are commanded to ſtand in the four 
quarters of the Earth, and to keep back the Windes, that they hurt not 
the Sea and the Land with blowing. Whereof followeth, that at the 
Commandment of God, the Windeg are in like manner ſent forth by 
them ; from the which doubtleſs it is manifeſt , that many InfeRions of 
hz Air, and chiefly infe&ion, doth proceed. So that Natural cauſes, 
hether they be moved by litcle and little of their own force planted in 
hem by Nature, or otherwiſe beyond Order, God ſo commanding, they 
2 in a moment carried co their effe&s, they are natural, and ſo far ſorth 
re their effeRs alſo worthily judged natural , which no man of reaſon can 
leny. For if there come in no No cauſes in the Plaguz, thof2 —_— 
2 the 
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' the Plague hath couched |; doubtleſs they cannot bz at all eaſed, much leſs 
be healed by Natural remedies. Andto prove this tobe moſt falſe, expe- 
rience and very ſenſe doth demonſtrate; yer I profeſs my ſelf to be on2 of 
choſe which doe ſo far deteſt che ſuperfti:ious judicious Aſtrology, of Ca- 
Rers of Nativities, and, all other ſuch like predi&ions, thac I could 
wiſh . the old Statures of Princes concerning thoſe things were renewed, 
and ceiyhtly ro bs obſerved. Bur to cake from the divers concourſes of 
che Stats, the natural Conliicutions of th2 Air, andſuch eff:Rs as de- 
pend thereupon in our Bodies ; as if the Scars Were onely placed in their 
Spheres to be looked upon, or for difference of times, Irthink ro be no 
ſign of Judgement, bur rather of a perverſe Stubbornneſs,. when as chz 
Husbandmen have a daily knowledge of this, and the Tempeſts do (peak 
the ſame ; and that the thing 1c ſelf doth prove , that the temperature and 
diftemperature, and even infc&tion - ic (elf in ſoine meaſure may bs: fore- 
told by skilfull Aſtrologers, Bur now ſhould we grant, that thoſe Plagues, 
the example whereof are taken out of holy Scripture , were ſent by An- 
gels, and cherefore to have been without Infe&ion ;, why ſhould ir be le 
abſurd and againſt Reaſon to conjetture and reſolve , that no Plague is 
ſenc- by Angels, than to hold thatno Hiyl , no Shores, no Lightning i 
made by the courſe of Nitu'e ? becauſe that in many places of the Scrip 
Eures we read , that by che mini'try of Angels1c hath both hayled, an 
that moſt rough and bluſtring windes have blown , and thar ic hath horri- 
bly chandred, Bur, ſay they , choſe examples of che Plague by Angelsare 
ſer forth unto us for example , thar thereby we may learn rightly to jud.ze 
of Middle cauſes , and of the Original of the Plague. 

Verily who will deny, that what chings ſoever are written, are there 
fore written that by them we ſhould be inſtructed , and har all ching 
which are mentioned in the holy Scriptures, of the miniſtry of Angels not 
onely of the Plagae , bur alſo of Famine and other Calamities , both tc 
deftroy the wicked , and alſo to correct and exerciſe the good , doth brins 
unto us great profit , thar we may learn both to fear and love God, whoi 
not tyed unto the laws of Nature, as the Sro:ck Philoſophers hive thought 

and hath certain inſtruments of his J:dgements more fearful even that 
thoſe which are perceived by our ſenſes. But hereby is not concludet 
that which thou wouldk have, namely , That thus weare taught, th 
there are no Natural cauſes uſed by Angels 1n the performance of th 
Commandmentsof God. The Scriprure ifordeth us examples of Plague 
ſcnt upon men, makinz no mention of Angels; an1 thoſe 1gain! 
| whom I diſpute, do grant , that it was the Plague of which Ezekias w 
tick, yet is, he nor ſaid to hive been firicken by Angzls. God doth ofte 
by /Aoſes and other Prophets threaren the Plague unto Sinners , neither 
there any doubt bur that theſe threatnings were notin vain, yer doth he r 


' who ſhould die in that ſcarcity , yet for all this Taſeph ceaſeth nur w thh 


where recite that he will alwayes ſend them by Angels, The Pſalmſ# 
ſeemeth in certain Pſalmes ro ſhew that he was taken with the Plague, 
whom notwithflanding we never read to have ſmitten with any ſore, or 
wound given by the Angels, All theſe things therefore , unleſs I be very 
much deceived , make- nothing at allo the taking away of the contagious 
air , the Second cauſe of this Sickneſs. 

But this .alſo which thzy ſer down , upon what reaſon I know not how 
gr0anded : They ſay, that the Plague is ſent unto men by the fingular and 
eſpecial providence of God ; and whac is here which may not bz affirmed 
of every thing which cometh co paſſe in the world? for, as he ſaich, not ſo 
much as a Sparrovv falleth to the earch without the providence of God, and 
the hairs of our head ate numbred; which providence, if it b2 firetched unto 
fingular things, doubtleſs ic is in tuch ſort univerſal in che general, that it is 
alſo ſin2ular in the ſingular, Thzy ſay moreover, that ſo often as the 
Plague :eigneth in the World, that all thoſeare kept from this Infe&ion 
whom God hath appointed to preſerve alive ; and nat unto the others all 

laces are infetious , chou.,h th2y be never ſo far from thoſe which are 
ſick ©f the Plague. An41they ade further and ſay , why then do we fear 
Infe-Qion? |s 1t not a fond thing co ſear that which 1s not ? I for my pare - 
cannot c [ce!n how cheſe things can hang together ; for how can all places 
be inie&ious to any man, 1t there be no InfeRtion? unleſs peradventure 
ch2y yur it robethe Caſe. Butic cannot by any means be truly gathered.” 
by certainty of Gods providence that the Plague is not infectious; there« 
fore this Argument runneth beyond the Queſtion propounded. 

Bzfides, ſhall we think that the number of choſe which ſhall dye, is more 
certain as often as God ſendeth the Plague , than when he caſteth other 
Darts > Now if they«offend not againſt the providence of God, ( who lea- 
ving, as It is meet, things unkno'vn unto i's , to the good will and plea- 
ſure of himſelf) who do uſe remedics of Phyſick, both preſervative and (a- 
pative, to keep away Sickneſs, and alſo co heal when it cometh, why 

ſhall we do the like alſo 1n the heat of the Plague ? As therefore God hath 
appointed ſom- which ſhall nor die of the Plague, ſo alſo hath he appointzd 
Remedies, by wi'cb,fo far as in chem lieth, men may avoid the Plague. And 
it 15 one and the {ame providence of God in all kind of Ciſerſes wich whict 
be hath ordained by an unschangeable Dzcree what ſhall come to paſs, al 
though the narures of the diicaſes cCiff2r never ſo much In themſelves. Now 
among the chief remedies and proviſions in Phyſick againlt Infe&ion , tha 
eoing aſide in due ſeaſon 1s worthily reckoned, the very nature and 19nif 
cation of the reord Cont .1g:99 doth declare : although neither all be fave 
which fly, netther all die which rarry, God without all doubt when bh 
ſent a Famine into A gyp! and the Regions thereabouts , had derermine 


—Deit aiſigence and moſt wiſe counſel to provide for the £gyptians : The 
which things the Churches in the time of Claudis the Emperour atfo did, 
when as they upderfiood by Agaixs the Prophet that a Famine ſhould 
ſhortly. come, The Lord alſo knew who ſhoufd dye in that mot cruel 
wat of the Aſſyr:ans1n the dayes of Ezch;a1, and yet both Ezek:as andthe 
Propher Eſay himſelfſecure themſelves within the walls of the City : what 
thould I fay more ? when as Paul knew aſſuredly , that neicher hc him- 
ſelf, neither any of thoſe which were with him ſhould periſh in the ſhip- 
wrack, yet ſaid he to the Mariners who were preparing to fly out of the 
ſhip , Te cannot be ſaved unleſs theſe farry. Chriſt alſo 5 chough he well 
knew that his hour was not yer come, yet did he more than once with- 
draw himſelf when the Jews ſought to kill him. 

Finally , that which they take for moſt certain, namely, that happening 
or chance is repugnant unto the ſ#re and ſtedfaſt Decree of God; which not- 
MFithſtanding it maketh not much co the matter, yer who will grant it 
'them ? we call thoſe happening or chancing Cauſes, which of their own 
nature may fall our untoeither part; ifany man ſhould cake them our of 
| the nature of things, I know not Whether he ſhould have any man of a 
right Judgment to hold with him. They ſay out of St. Auguſtine, That 
the will of God #« the neceſſity of things ; I grantſofar as pertaineth unto 
'the end and effeRs of the Cauſes themſelves : But as St. Augn#F:ne ſaith 
very well , 1: followeth xt , that though all things which God hath decreed 
ſhall come to paſs , mnſt needs come topaſs , that therefore they come topaſs 
© of neceſſary Canſes ; like as the Storcks did falſely conclude, and the ſame 
may be proved by moſt certain and moſt plain exampl:s : For do we nor 
behcve that Chrilt had indeed Man's bones ; and therefore ſuch ag of their 
own nature mizht at any time have been broken ; and yet indeed they 
could not be broken , for that it was otherwiſe decreed by God : There- 
fore by hap and chance, concerning their own nature they were not bro- 
ken; when as notwithſtanding they were ſuch as might have bzen broken, 
and yer by GoG*s Decree they remained of necefſicy unbroken, Again, 
*that Chriſt from the very time that he took upon him our Human nature 
was indued with a Mortal body , all Chriſtians do confeſſe, therefore of 
his own nature he might have been ſlain by Herod , With the othe- little 
Children ; but by Goa*s Decrec he could not : Therefore that he was not 


then ſliin, fell our by hap and chexce , if you conſider the nature of his _ 


Body, when as 1t might have chanced otherwiſe : But, by Go.*s Dzcree, 
he could no more be ſliin by Hered , than the will of God could be chan- 
eed, Chriſt when he was carried to be crucified , was then undoubtedly of 
ſuch health, that he nceded not at that time to have died; he died there- 
fore by chance, if you do confider the cauſe of his Natural death ; and yer 
a2 died of neceſſity, if you look to the unchangeable appointmcnt : bis 
Father, 
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| 
| 
| 
( 
| 


ie ood B..DAa>.. ah. AAA. MM, 5 if. 


(11 ) ; 
Father , becauſe his hour was come : and withall he died willingly , be- 
cauſe he laid down his Life for us, Thus far therefore is neicher chance 
nor w:{{[repugnant unto the moſt certain Decree of God, 

There remainech one Argument taken from Experience, which in ſhe 
ſeemerh' very ſtrong, yet 1s it of no force to take away Infe&ton, I mean 
to prove the Plague not to be infetious, IF, ſay they, the Plague come of 
Natural cauſes, or of ſome certain Conltzllation, or of corrupr Air , then 
ſhould all chey doubtleſs be infected which dwell under the ſame Conſtella= 
tlon , or breath 1n the ſame corrupt Air; which 1s found to be falſe; for 
even reaſon it ſelf doth prove the falſhood of this Argument : For who 1s 
ſo unskilfull that knoweth noc , that on and the ſame Cauſe doth not al- 
ways operate allke, much leſs equally ; nay, that the effe&s are divers, ac- 
cording unto the diverſicy of the matter it workech upon? one and the. 
ſelf-ſame North-winde doth not equally annoy men with Cold ; every 
man therefote ſeeth how weak this reaſon is, But letus grant, that in ſome. 
place every man of himſelf1s apt to receive the corrupt air, yet may maay, 
things happen why the ſame eff:&in all would nor follow ; as for example, . 
one man taketh a Preſervative medicine, another doth not ; one forthivith - 
uſeth a good medicine , another very late, or never. Laſtly, that which is 
che principal point is to be confidered ; That Almighty God doth govern: 
Natural cauſes and their effc&s, as it pleaſeth him , So thar hence it co=- 
meth to paſs, that InfeQion toucheth not every one which is in danger of. 
it, as ttis written Pſa/, gr, 6. Neither yet is it deadly unto every one . 
that it-hath infe&ed ; like as Poyſon alſo drunken is nor , ag it is written. 
Mark 16, 18; Therefore this Argument alſo is not of force to prove. 
there is no infe&ion in the Plague, bzcauſe that many which keep company , 
with thoſe -that are ſick of the Plague are not taken, and contrariwiſe, , 
they that are abſent are infected : As if the poyſon of a Viper were noc.. 
deadly, becauſe that Pax/ b;ing bitcen of one felt no harm atall, As 28.5, 
And thus far concerning [rfeftion, . ; 


Now we muſt treat of going aſide, for ſoT had rather call it, than flyirgs-. 
though 1 think ic the part ofa Wiſe-man co fly peril with reaſon, There . 
are ſome therefore , which do- without exception finde fault with gning . 
alide for the Plague , that they count it a very heynous offence, though 
they think that thoſe-which rarry ought not to uſe raſhneſs. . There are 
on the other fide which hold that: every man , ſo ſoon as the Plague co- 
meth , oughr ro-provide for btmſelf, having no regard, or but very 
ſmallof che fellowſhip and duties which Chriſtian Charity doth command. 
Now I for: my part do diſſent from both theſe, and eſpecially from the 
latter , as havivg molt lawful cauſes : -Bur ere I fer down 'my own judg*e 
ment iti. this Concroverlie , {et us bear theſe Ciſputingtheonc againſt the: . 


other, This'therefore they which think it not lawful to fly, do firſt of: 


all Philoſophically diſpute againſt thoſe that hold ic aot lawfull corarry 
at all , they alledge out of Plato his Gorgias , That it 18faoliſhneſſe to 


fear Death; and that he cannot ſeem to be a temperate perſon which flyerh. 
Death , becauſe 1t proceedeth of too much delighe 1n life ; nor yerto - 


be a juſt mangfor thac he which in the time of the Plague providech for him- 
ſelf by running away , doth yield neicher to God nor Man his due, To 
theſe Reaſons they ſet down others taken out of the holy Scriptures , as 
That they think not well of the providence of God, by whoſe unchangeable 

ecree the courſe of man?s life is limitred : That they diſtruſt God, and be- 
lieve not his promiſe, I will be thy God , and the God of thy Seed : That 
they are void of all Charicy , nay, and more, of all Natural pitty and affe- 
&ion : That they tempt God after the example of the Iſraelites, Exod, 
17. 3. & Pſal. 78.18. appointing God by what manner, time, and place, 
and by what means he may ſave them : That they love not God from 
their hearts; for being enamoured and in love with Earthly goods, they 
neglz& and are careleis of the heavenly : Thar they fear death too much, 
for that they ſer themſelves againſt the will of God, which is always good ; 
That they think themſelves ſtronger than God , and that they can eſcape 
his hand : That they do openly break the law of Chriſt, and of Nature; 
by which they are commanded to do unto others as they would be done 
unto themſelves : That they do, and ceach that which no Chriſtian hath 


done, but that which hath often been done by the Heathens. And thug | 


much ſay the firſt + unto whom theſe later have nothing to anſWer, who 
under pretence of ſaving their lives, perſwade flying away without excepti- 
on, Wherefore ifthelc things allzdged againſt thoſe which do in ſuch ſort 
fly the Plague , ſothat they in any thing ſwerve from the Rules and Laws 
of Godlineſſe and Charity ; I hold with their Adverſartes, and count them 
worthy of all blame, which fly fromthence whither they ſhould rather run, 
if they had bur che lealt ſpark of humanity, Bur if theſe Reaſons be wre(ted 
againſt thoſe, who being moved with juſt cauſes go afide , and keep thar 
mean by which they let paſſe no part of their dutyeither towards God or 
their Neighbours, ( which we ſay may oftentimes be done, ) we affirm, 
that all thzſe Arguments, in ſhew never ſo plauſible and ſtrong, to be of 

no force or value, if the matter it ſelf be diligently weighed 
Anſwer tothe and conſidered. For anfw2r to their firſt Reaſon, albeir 
former Rea'ons the Decree of God beunchanzeable, and that his eternal 
if fimply alled- providence hath ſet the unremovable bounds of our lives; 
- againſt Yet doth not this take away the ordinary and lawful means 
uch who upon . ; 

to ſave our Lives ; no, not although a man have reccived an 


any manner of yu 0 
en 20 a» anſwer from Godof prolonging his life, aswe have ſhewed 


ſide. by che manifeſt example of Saint Paw! , Aﬀs 27. 14. 
wy and 
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and 31, much lefle that we may not uſe- theſe: means, when it is yer | 
bid from us, what God from everlaſting hath decreed concerning the 
prolonging and. ending of our life, Moreover, Why-ſhould he be faid to 
diſtruſt the promiſes 'of God, who doth follow the wayes appointed by 
" God, to avoid Eyils, that notwithſtanding ke dependeth wholly upon God; 
inleſſe peradyenture we can any where finde in the holy Scriptures this 
Commandment expreſly written , #hen the _ rageth, flye not away. 
And amongſt them, preſervative Remedies areto be reckoned, and amongſt 
theſe, going «ſide in due time ; the like alſo, as the very name of Conta- 
£101 doth manifeſt, And this alſo 1s plain , That he doth not onely not 
offend againſt Chriſtian Chaticy , neither yet rempt God, who in ſuch 
manner by going afide doth avoid the Plague ,; ſo that in the mean time 
he ler paſſe no Ja& of Piety towards God, or of Charity cowards bis . 
Neighbour ; That on the contrary, unlefle be perform the(e Duties , he 
may be thought to provoke the wrath of God againſt himſelf , and to be 
worſe than an Infidel , as being one that raſhly puts himſelfin danger of 
deadly Infe&ion, without apy care of himſelf, or his. 

The fifth and ſixth Allegation is not apy whit truer , They love not 
God, ſay they ; and, gaping after earthly things , they care not for hex- 
venly ; Becauſe they which love God defire nothing more than to be with 
him , which falleth out unto us by death ; bur they on the contrary fear 
nothing more, Then truly he , who 1n loving hath onely his laſt end be- 
fore another , for his own profit-ſake to enjoy the thing heloveth, by 
what means ſoever ir be , ſhall worthily be judged to love himſelf rather 
than his Friends, Therefore the ſ2|f-ſame perſon which defireth tobe loo- 
ſed andto be with Chriſt , wiſheth alſo, for his Brethrens ſake , to be ſe- 
parated as athing accurſed, Atts g, 3. Neither doth he deliver up his Life 
into the hands of them that lay in wait for him, appealing unto Ceſar, Ats 
25. 11, and giveth thanks for his health reflored unto him, 2 Cor. 1, 1x. 
That Davidalſodoth not ſo much flye San! and Abſalon, as Death, being 
notwithſtanding a Worſhipper of God; That be and Ezekzas do expreſly 
pray againſt Death ; therefore whoſoever flyeth Death is not raſhly to be 
Judged or cenſured not to love God : as contratiwiſe, whoſoever defireth 
Death- is not to be thought. ro love God ,, but he onely, who lawfully and 
With a good Conſcience, obeying the will of God, prepateth himſelf either 
to ſuffer or avoid death. The like alſo is tobe judged of the fear of Death, 
thatis, if it be grounded upon good reafonand; moderately, it is not one- 
ly not to be condemned , but alſo to be allowed as a Preſerver of life graft- 
ed.in ug by God ; Therefore that fear of Evil is condemned by Philoſo- 

phers, which is contrary to Fortitude, and calleth usfrom that which every 


- | one of us oweth unto each other,and out of holy Scripture, that Fear which 


is- agaipſt Faith and Chacicy ; For iris one thing to take clean away Natu- 


ral affetions, (which no man could! ever poſſibly do) and another tv 
moderate and rule rhem;-the which che Philoſophers very well reach oughr; 
to be done, buthow it may bedone, the 'Word of God, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
doth onely dechre. And concerning thoſe things which ch:y cite out of 


Teriullan , they ſhoot partly beyond bis Mark, when as he ſpeaketh of x 


ing onely in Perſecution., andpartly with the great conſent of the Church; 
are reckoned amongſt his blemiſhes, as one chat in'this Argument was cat«- 
ried beyond the Butr.. No man queſitonleſs that is godly, and of right un- 
derſtanding, ever condemned the going aſide of Facob, no man ever con» 
demned David flying the fury of Saul , and conſpiracy of Abſolon ; nor 
Elias avoiding by his flight che rage of Fezabe/; noman ever condemned: 
the going alide of Athanaſius more than once : neither do we here fly et 
ther unto-the Agonie of Chriſt, or unto that of Matthew 10. 23, If they 
perſecute you in one (ity. fly uto. another : Which places I confeſle are of 
ſome not fitly all:dged; for as rouching the fears of Chriſt,they are ground. 
ed upon apeculiar conſideration, and are not tobe drawn into example; 
when as there is handled of the myſterie of our Salvation, the parts where- 
of Chriſt alone both could and did take upon him, in the which ke did ſee 
that fearful wrach of his Father, and mdeed felc ir, bearing the Puniſhmenc 
due unto out Sins:we contratiwi(e are not at our Deaths tryed with the ſame 
fears, becauſe we have the Father appeaſed with us , and, through Falch, 
behold Life in Death it ſelf. And that ſaying of Chriit is doubtleſſe no 
Command of flying away ; but onthe contrary, admoniſheth faichful-Pa- 
tors, that being. feared wich no threatnings, 1t they be driven our of one 
place, they haſtenuntoahother z the which-afterwards we ſee diligentlyto 
have been done by the Apofiles. 54 
Butler us-hear ſomething elſe of more weight peradventure; Therecan 
be nothing ſenc of God ( ſay they ) burthar which is good, nay; there is 
pothing Good , but that which cometh of God : But the Plague is ſent of 
God, therefore it1s 200d; if not of its ownmnature, yet inreſpeR of the 
oo0d end , namely, ro punith our Sins, to try our Faith, to drive us to: 
Repentance , and to bring forth Hypocrites to light, Who therefore (ſay 
they ) can deny, but that They fly the thing that is good , which fly the 
Plague, by the which God bripgeth all theſe things ro paſſe ? Again, that 
which God ſendeth upon all, chat 1s to ſay, upon any one Church or King- 
dom ; as forexample , thePlague, the ſame he will have born of all, how 
Is It to be fled from 2 Therefore they ſer themſelves againſt the will of 
God, which fly.the Plague; nay, they fly in vain, becauſe ic is invain to 
firive again the will of God; but what could have been more vainly ſaid 
than theſe things z; For to let paſle the falſhood that lieth in theſe words, 
Geed and Evil, inthis Argument, to what end I pray you ſhould they enter 
| co. this diſputation concerning the nature: of chings ? There is - dy 
| tDaCl 
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{ that is to ſay, no calamitie or puniſhment ) an the Ciry, which the Lord 
hath not done, ſaith the Propher, Why therefore ſhall we call Famine, 
Peſtilence, War, and ſuch like, Good > Becauſe, ſay they, they fall our 


| unto the good of the Godly,  1grant it, becauſe the Lord fetcherh Lighe 


out of Darkneſs: Yea, but the Godly are inſtructed by Sinne it ſelf. Are 
Sinnes I pray you therefore 200d, and doth he which refitech them reſiſt 
God ? To be ſhort, who ſeeth not , that topray unto God againſt things 
which of their own nature are hurtful unto us, and withall to uſe juſt and 
lawful cemedies to avoid them , if it may be; So that we commir the end 
to God, to be a far other thing than it 1s, or that we ſhould hope to with- 
ſtand God, or by any means to eſcape his Judgements ? Abraham him- 
ſelf, [ſaac and Jaco did fly Hunger , the which notwitb(tanding was ſenc 
of God ; who- yet cannor' be ſaid to have fled the thing that was good, or 
ro have (inned: As for that which they (o greatly Rand upon, namely, 
That thoſe which fly the Plague do break that immoveable Precepr which 


" Humanitie 1t ſelf ceacheth, whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do unto you, 


do ye the ſame unto them, as it 1s worthily turned upon them which do 1a 
ſach ſort fly the Plague, or any other danger , that then negleR the Du- 
tics of a Chriſtian : Sodothirin nocaſe make againſt chem who (hun the 
Plague by going afide, unleſſe they may be judged to have neglected to 
perform thoſe Duties which they owe both unto their Country andco their 
Net. hbour. And truly , I do marvel that thoſe who without exception 
do condemn going alide, asbzing of it ſelf repugnant unto Charity , doz2 
not conſider , that Charity doth leſs require that we provide for the whole, 
than chat we help thoſe that are taken with that Sickneſs. 

Finally, They ſay that as many as fly the Plague, do that which no Chri- 
ſian ever did , when as there 1s no example thereo: in che holy Hi- 
ſorties. 

I anſwer , That this is toodeceitfulan Argunent , when as it 1s appa- 
rent that in the holy Scriptures is not fer down what cvery one hath done; 
and that in many the general Rules of Do&tine , there is ſufficient to de- 
termine thoſe things whereof we have no Commandment, nor any parti- 
cular Example . and that it is wichout doubt that ic is not ſer down how 
often the People hath been viſited with the Plague , neither yer how every 
man bzhaved himſelf in the Plague. But they ſay thzy have alrogerher 
contrarie counſel in the holy Scriptures , for that Dav:4 doth call us back 
unto the Tabernacle of the Moſt Highet, ?/al. g1. as though he fled nor. 
unto God, which lawfully uſerh going afice : Bur yer, ſay they, David 
did not fly that very ſore Plague whereof mention ts made , 2 Sam. 24, 
neither removed his tHeuſto!d unto any other place, 1 grant this ; bur 
how many peculiar circumit:znces do forbii us to make of that a g:neral 
Concluſion ? for bz himſelf was the caulz of tht: Phgue , and defer vecly 
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' fo far forth troubled, that he 'is ready even with his own deftruRion to 
redeem rhe Publick calamitie ; furcher, when as this Plague continued nor 
! _ above threedaiesatthe moſt, whar place was there left him to take advice 
| of to fly unto? Whither ſhould he have fled, when the Plague was hot in 
+ all his Dominion, and yet is ſaid not at all,- or very little , to have 
couched the Chief Citie it ſelf? Again, they ſay Eſaias fled not from 
Ezek1as being fick of rhe Plague: As1if we held, thac the Shepherds with 
a 2ood Conſcience, might willingly, and of their owa accord , leave 
their Sheep ; Yea, and what if | ſhould take exception that Eſaias came 
Not co Ezek:45 but by the ſpecial command of God? for (o doth the Hiſt» 
xte bear Record. Bur, ſay they, ' Jeremiah alſo and Baruch, with other 
oodly men, fled nor out of the Citie being bzſiedged of the Chalde:s , 
though a great part of the People died aſwell of che Plague as of Famine; 
Neither do we ſay that we may worthily ſhun the Plague by going aſide, 
if we depart from that which we oive unto (30d , our Country , and every 
of our Neighhours :* But 1 cannot but wonder , that thoſe which alledge 
this example of Feremi4b have forgotten that he was taken at the Gate of 
the Gitie , when be aſſayed to get out, Jer. 37. 12+ 
Laſt of all, they bring a notable example of the Church of Alzxan« 
dria , out of the ſeventh Book of Exuſebixs , Cap. 20. as though wedig 
allow the going afide either of all, orin all plices, andtimes , or donor 
reach that fuck Conſtancy and Charitie ought both co be prayſed, and al- 
ſo followed, ſo that a General Rule be not made thereof ; for E«/c- 
= doth not ſay that every one , bur that very many of the Chriltiang 
id it, 
Therefore to conclude theſe things , there hath been nothing yet al- 
ledged whereby the Plague hath been proved either not co be infeRious, 
- or that going aſide to avoid Infe&tion is without exception to be condemn. 
ed; for that going afide is one of th: Chief among Natural remedies and 
Proviſions in Infe&ious diſeaſes , Reaſon and Experience ir ſelf doth teach, 
For doubtlefle the word Contagion in it ſelf doth aloud ſpeak this , Thar 
thoſe things which are leſs far off are more in danger of it ; and it 18daily 
to be ſeen, that by removing in due rime unto more healthful places, ma- 
ny have been preſerved; which if any man will except againſt, ſhould 
have been ſaved if they had tarried ſtill at home, b:cauſe God had ſo de- 
creed : What then ſhall ke ſay , whoagreeth not alſo unto the other ſhun- 
nings and remedies of all perils? Therefore we ought to lauyh at, asneed- 
leſs, notonly Phyſick, but alſoall prudence and wiſedome , which Is uſed 
in avoiding dancers of all ſorts; neither ſhould there be any diff:rence be- 
tween Riſhneſs and Diſcretion, between Fortitude and Boldneſs. But 
the matter is far otherwiſe , becauſe like as God by his everlatitng and 
unchangeable Decree hath appointed the courſe of out Life , ſo hath Y 
; alſo 
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_ ordained Middle cauſes | which we ſhould uſe to preſerve our Lives 
withall, | 

It now remaineth that I ſhew you when ic may be convenient to go a+ 
aſide ; for as inother indifferent things , ſo alſo may a man uſe goiog aſide 
both well and ill : and fo far am I from perſwading the ſame to every man: 
withour exception, that on the contrary I confeſle that they offend much 


1cſſz, who when they might otherwiſe, with 2 gaod Conſcience , with- 


draw themſelves, had rather yertarry ; and to venture and endanger thetr 
Lives, rather thin that they might ſe:m to have forfaken their Netgh- 
bour, or Family, I confeſſe, I ſay, thattheſe offend much lefle than thole, 
who being carried away with too much diſtruſt , or with unmeaſurab'e fear 
of death, forgetting and negleRing all duties of Humaaitie, have this ont» 
ly beſo:e th_ir eycsS, eA way quickly, a far off, [ng ere jJoureinrn ig 17, 
Men ſurely moſt worthy to be thruſt out of all company of men, the bonds 
waereof they break allto pieces. Now whac in this point may be obſerved, - 
I think may this way be determined, ; 

Firſt of all I chink it 1s co be proivded , That every man do ſummon 
himſelf unto the Judgement: ſear of God , unto the Plague as thz coming 
of n2\vs of the ivrath of God, condemning himſelf, that he may be acquit- 
red by him, and char wichall he weigh wich himſelf, 'har he is called coſtand 
forth and plead his own Cauſe, and thac this Rod cannot bz avoided by 
change of place, but of manners ; and chat if he mult die, that this is de- 
erecd for che good of them which die, foraſmuch as they are bleſſed which 
die inthe Lord. - | 

Another Point is , That no man either Go afide , or tarry with a doudt- | 
ful Conſcienc: : But when as he ſhall have l:arned out of the Word of 
God what his Dutie is ; thar commending himſelf unto God, he continue: 
conſtantly therein, | 

And alchough that in fo great varietie of Circumſtances, Rules for eve- 
ry ſingular thing cannot be (ct dowa , yet is it no hard matter to give C2r- 
tain General Preceprs agreeable unto the Word of God , by the which, as. 
by a certain Rule , fingular Caſes may afterwards ( as they ſay ) be tried, 
Ler chem therefore which chink to rarry, know, that ic is the Command- 
ment of: God, T hou ſbalt not K:ll, and that therefore neither th2ir own, nor 
the Lives of any belonging or depending on them , are raſhly co be pur 
1a danger of deadly Infe&ton. Let them oa the other fide, which think to 
G o.2way, know, that no man oughet to have ſo great regardeither of him- 
ſelf, or of his Family , that he forget what one oweth unto bis Countries. 
and Fellow- Citizens, To be brief , what he oweth.unto anoth2r, whe- 
ther they be bound by the common bond of Humanitie and Societie, of by | 
any other kinde of Friendſhip ; for Love ſecketh not the things which are. 
ber own : Wherefore, 1 confeſs, that 1 cannot ſee by what reaſonar all any 
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man is forbid to depart, which eicher by reaſon of Age, or of Sickneſs, palt 


|: hope of Recovery , cannot help others, and if they tatry , they way 


therefore ſeem onely to be ſtayed, that they may die, to the great loſſe 
the Common-wealth ; for as their Cruelſtie can neverenough be blame 7, 
which thruſt them out of their Cities , eſpecially if they be of the poor * 
ſort ; ſo both the pious natures of Parents in tine providing for the pre- 
ſervation and life of theirs, without prejudice or hurt to any man, ſeemerh 
Nto me to be greatly commended ; And allo the providence of the Ma- 
oiſtrares1s much to be prayſed , where their care ſhall be extended ( with- 
out dammage to the Common-welfare ) co (ee that thoſe weak ones , as 
ſeed-plots of Citizens, be well looked unto. | 

And here cometh 1a the w1y that Generaj bond, wherewith Man is eſpe- 
clilly beund unto Man , and that without taking away of Humanitie ic ſelf, 
cannot bz broken ; There is alſo another Bond binding every Citizen un» 
to his Country and Citie But both theſe Bonds I afirm to be natural and 
univerſal , thatevery one mr(t have regard of his Eſtate, and Calling ; for 
ſome ſerve in Publick Offices, either Civil, or the Miniſtry ; the reſt are 
Private pe:ſons; And the bonds of Private perſons bztween themſelves are 
m1nitold, the which Nature it ſelf knitteth , andChriftian Godlineſs bin3- 
eth; th: which, unl:fſe they be diſcernedaſunder , thatevery man may 
know what his Dutle is in all things, ic muſt needs follow that Confuſion 


* fhall bzar the ſway in all chinzs, under a ſhew of Order ; Therefore lzt Man 


help Man ; Citizen Citizzn, thar needeth his help, according to his power, 
and I-r him not think of Going alide, by which it may julily appear like- 
ly into him to come to paſs , that by this means ſome bodie ſhall be 11l 


| Inoked unto ; much more that through contempt ofany man , or of an 


overthw it fear of D2ach, he depart not any whit from the dutie of Huma- 
nitiz, but when as without the negle& of his Durie and Publick offence, he 
may be careful both for himſelf, and his, by going aftie. . I ſez no cauſe 
why he: imay not onely not doit, but alſo why he is not bound codo it; yer, 


' I:{t inchis caſe , any man by flattering of himſelf , might ſinne againit bis 


Neighbour, it is che dutie of a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to provide, that thoſe 
things which either breed or nouriſh the Plague, ſo far as they may, be ta- 
ken away, an3 thatregard may be had of thoſe that be viſited with this Sick- 
neſs, thac A | benot driver to be careful for All, But how they that ſerve in 


any Publick Civil Office may leave their Charge in the time of the Plague, 


] donot ſee; and for faithful Paſtors to forſake bur one poor Sheep at that 
time when he moſt of ail needeth Heavenly comfort, it were too ſhame- 
fal, nzy too wicked a part, * As touching Private perſons, their bonds cf 
F iendthi> and Amttie are diversand manifold ; among theſe, this 1s the 
Chicfe't, unto which alſo Natural conjunRion of Blood ( as Cod wi:ne(- 


| leth) mug ve place, I mean the bord and rye of Weelock ; fo thatin my 
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judgement the Husbind cannot with a good Confaenc 
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or the Wife fromthe Husband , eſpecially ifone of them be vitits,, __._ 
the Plague : And how much Parents do owe unto thqr Children, and 
Children to their Parents, 'Kinſmen to Kinſmen, the veric Laws of Na. 
cure declares , the which Chriſtian Charnie is ſo far off from letting looſe, - 
cthac contrariwiſe ic draiveth them moreand harder rogether : Yea, and | 
for Servants to-farſake rheic Maſters, or Maſters to look flenderly to their 
Servants being fick ( which cometh too often to paſs ) who have made-uſe 
of their Service when they were well, is Crueltie, Yet is not the bond of all 
theſe friendſhips alike or equal,and therefore that which is not ſo near maſt 
oive place to the nearer, foraſmuch as many cannot be diſcharged at once. 
Furthermore, as there is place alio for forſaking amonyſt thoſe which 
are preſent. unleſs chey which tarry do their dutic; fo heed is to be taker 
both of choſe that are (ick, that they abuſe not the love of theic Kindred and 
Friends, whilſt they are defirous to have themſelves provided for : andalſa 
of thoſe which continue 1n doing their duties , that they caſt not them=- 
ſelves raſhly into the danger of InfeRion , which is uſed to be done 
by ſome of deſperate boldneſs , father than of true and Chriſtian judge- 
ment, who being wont to contemn thoſe that are fick of other diſ- 
eaſes , doe viſit thoſe that are taken with the Plague, that they may 
ſeem to deſpiſe Death. And this conrempr of God's judgements, I: 
ſhould leſs bear-withall, than with the too much weakneſs of the fearful.. 
But how others are afte&ed and diſpoſed in the craving of the preſence of 
their Friends 1 know not, when as my ſelf bzing viſited with the Plague, and 
tbac divers of my Friends offered unto me all kinde of Courteſie, 1 (: ffered 
none to come unto me, le(t I might have been thought to have provided 
for my ſelfwith the loſs of my Friends, But if in ſuch Calamiites the Ma-- 
viſtrate do not in time provide, as much as may be, both by ſuch lawful: 
means as are not repugnant unto Chrittian Charitie, that the Infe&ion may: 
be prevemced,, andalſo that the fick of the Plague want nothing , he ſhall: 
doubtleſs do very well both for the fick & the whole,and ſhall rake away ma-- 
ny Queſlions, which in this Argument are wont to be raiſed : bur this eſpeci- 
ally muſt be agreed upon , thar as our Sinnes are the chief and true cauſe of 
the Plague, ſo that thisis the onely proper remedie againſt the ſame; if the 
Miniſters diſpute not of the InfeAion ( which belongech to Phyſicians ) 
but by their Life and DoArine {tir up the People to carneſt Repenrance,, 


and Love, and Chatitie one towards another, 


FINIS. 


